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Welcome to Romancing the 'Fe,

a new column where, each issue, I will take you
along on a romantic date. I'll be trying out new
and unusual Santa Fe-area dating ideas for you
“and rating each one as to its seductive powers
for:

a) a first date
b) a date for lovers
c) a double or group date

I'll also give suggestions for easily extending the
date (a bonus round!) and amping up the
romance of the date (secret weapons!).

Tl Alver




>>DIRECTIONS

We begin with a drive out to Tesuque. Panda and I went
‘the Bishop's Lodge Road (aka 590) route for the lovely
views and the dreamy conversations we could have about
tree-shaded horse properties we might buy in our wildest
dreams. For expedience you could also take 285 (aka St.
Francis Road) north out of Santa Fe to the Village of
Tesuque exit and go right at the exit, which also puts you
on 590. Either way, you will continue on 590 about five
minutes until you get to 592, where there is a sign for
Encantado resort. You will take a right there. Watch out,

 this intersection is where state troopers hang out all day

and pick off speeders like ripe apricots. Follow route 592
3.5 miles to a stop sign, where you will see a sign direct-
ing you to turn left for Rio en Medio. Turn left there;
you won't have any other choice. This is still 592. Follow
it all the way to the end. It goes through the little village
of Rio en Medio, becoming dirt for about 3/4 mile at

the end and dead ends at the trailhead. It is a twenty

minute drive from Tesuque to the trailhead.

>>CHECK LIST

A couple of little details made it all come off smoothly.

Timing:

We left the house at 2:30 p.m., got to the trailhead about
3:15, hiked until 4:15, snuggled until 5:15, hiked back
until 6:15 or so, then there was the twenty-minute drive
to Tesuque. I had made reservations at El Nido for 7, so
we were a little early. Also, we brought along a couple of
clean shirts and nicer shoes in the car, to change into for
the restaurant. :

‘Warnings:

This time of year there are numerous bees in certain
areas of this trail. There is also a lot of ivy. Could be poi-
son ivy, I don't know. I didn't exactly experiment with it.
Also, nothing ruins a romantic aftetnoon more than get-
ting stopped by a state trooper so do yourself a favor, and
don't speed in Tesuque.

Attire:

The weather is pretty much the same as in Santa Fe, so
this time of year, a t-shirt and long pants are fine for
most folks. This is a good place to wear your all-terrain -
sandals, because of the numerous stream crossings.

Terrain:
It's very gently uphill all the way to the falls, but an easy
hike overall. :

More Information:

You can learn much more about this hike and the La
Junta circuit option from the really well organized and
easy to read, "Day Hikes in the Santa Fe Area, 6th
Edition" by the Sierra Club, available at Garcia Street
Books. The book states that if you go up the rocky slope
at the end of the main path, you will go on to see even
more waterfalls upstream.
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